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Change is on the Horizon 

The Lakeview Jr./Sr. High construction project has completed two of the four construction phases and is closing in on finishing the 

third. The first phase of the project included a total renovation of the fifty-year-old portion of the building, including new HVAC, 

electrical, lighting, carpet, and paint. This new phase was completed in the summer of 2020 and gave an awesome facelift to the 

building. The second phase included the addition of three classrooms on the east side of the building. The three classrooms were 

completed by Thanksgiving, and we are so proud of our new state-of-the-art Family Consumer Science, Life Skills, and Art      

classrooms. The next phase is drawing quite a bit of attention in the community with the erection of a new gymnasium and activity 

commons area. This modernized gym will improve safety, spectator viewing, and allow for more district/conference competitions 

at Lakeview. This phase is running ahead of schedule and will be completed during the early summer. Finally, the last phase has 

broken ground as they begin to construct a new Ag addition and renovate the Industrial Technology lab. This expansion will    

ensure that Lakeview has world-class agricultural education, and a modern Industrial Technology program that will provide          

immediate employment skills that match our community needs. 

 

Lakeview Community Schools is a fast-growing district that is sure to see more changes in the future. How exciting to be a part of 

a school district and community that is in demand! So often in rural Nebraska, you hear of schools fighting to keep their doors 

open with declining enrollment, but that is definitely not the case with Lakeview as we continue to grow, expand, and change! It is 

a great time to be a Viking! 

 

Support Staff 

I want to take a minute to recognize the Support Staff at Lakeview Community Schools. It is a total team effort to provide the best 

possible education to the kids in LCS. Para-educators, administrative assistants, bus drivers, school cooks, custodians, and    

maintenance staff provide vital support for our students. They are the backbone of our school system!   

Without their essential work, we would not be able to provide our students with the same level of high-quality programming,  

opportunities, differentiated instruction, safety, or nutrition. 

 

Please join us in thanking all of these fine folks for their efforts in helping our students achieve at the highest level possible and 

ensuring Lakeview Community Schools is an elite school district. Thank you! 
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Congratulations to Makenna Jaeger for 

being selected as a                                              

Viking Way Student of the Month for 

March!  Makenna is a responsible and  

respectful student!  Makenna has a great 

attitude and comes to class every day 

ready to learn!   Awesome job Makenna!  

Congratulations to Eli Escen for being     

selected as a Viking 

Way Student of the Month for 

March!  Eli is a hard worker, he sets a 

goal and works diligently to achieve 

it!  He is a great student!  He is       

responsible, treats people 

with respect, and strives to do what is 

right!  
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GO VIKINGS! ~ Mrs. Jarecki  
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Shell Creek 5th Grade Happenings 

 

 In January, we came back from break and read a novel titled, Esperanza                
Rising. Students learned a lot about a different culture and had the opportunity to try 
many different kinds of food!  Students also started their unit in Science about every-
thing and anything in space.   
 In February, we exchanged candy and treats for Valentine’s Day.  We had a 
reading unit that focused on Black History month and we watched the movie Ruby 
Bridges to give students a better idea of what the time period in history was like.  We 
also survived a couple snow days and cold days! :)  
 In March, the Platte County 4H Extension Office came and did an activity with         
students about what a Watershed is and which one they live in.  Also this month,    
students finished up a Unit about the American Revolution.  Students learned what led 
the Patriots into fighting for freedom from the King of England.  They will now start 
looking at the United States government. 
 In April, we jumped right into our state NSCAS testing for math, reading, and           
science.  We spent time reviewing material in all subjects to prepare for them.  At the 
end of the month we will be having a couple in building “field trips” since we can’t go 
on our regular field trips this year with Covid.  We will be having a leadership half day 
that the Platte County 4H Extension  Office will be coming to put on for us.  For the 
second part of the day we will be doing Groundwater Festival Activities that are      
normally hosted by CCC in Grand Island.  Students have also started a new exciting 
unit in Science about chemical reactions! 

We love creating a positive 
classroom community in       

kindergarten! The kinder-
gartners at Shell Creek just 

wrapped up their opinion   
writing unit with a project 
that showed us how special 

everyone is.  Each student had 
to decide what they liked best 

about themselves and then  
explain why. After they did 

their  writing, we took a      
picture of each child’s favorite 

thing.  We even created QR 
codes on the iPads so each   

author could hear themselves 
reading it.  It was so much fun 

reading each students          
response and the variety of 
favorite things they came up 

with.  
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May Is Better Hearing and Speech Month 
 

Each May, Better Hearing and Speech Month provides an opportunity to raise awareness about             
communication disorders and the role of Speech-Language Pathologists in providing life-altering treat-
ments. A Speech-Language Pathologist (SLP) is a part of the special education team. They help kids with a 
wide range of communication and reading issues. SLPs take part in the intervention and evaluation        
process. They work with students who get related services through their IEP. Their goal is to help improve 
how well a child is learning and performing in the classroom.  To do this, they often focus on a child’s ability 
to understand and use language. SLPs work on many different areas of communication with students. This 
might include: 
*Helping students learn to pronounce sounds correctly 

*Increasing students’ vocabulary knowledge and usage 

*Helping students learn what words to use in what order, and when to say them 

*Helping students with minimal speech find ways to communicate (such as by using a computerized device 
or a picture system) 
*Helping students that stutter make their speech more fluent 
*Helping students that have difficulty with comprehension or answering questions 

*Helping students learn the unspoken social rules of communication 

*Helping students that struggle with getting their thoughts out in a coherent fashion, whether verbally or in 
writing 
 

If you think your child could benefit from speech-language help, you can start by talking with his/her teacher 
about your concerns. These concerns are taken to the SAT Team and if the needs are impacting your 
child’s education, he/she may be referred for testing to determine if they meet the state guidelines to         
qualify. In the Lakeview district, there are two Speech-Language Pathologists. Sara Werner serves        
Lakeview and Platte Center and Nancy Briggs serves Shell Creek. Both SLPs would be happy to answer 
any questions you may have. 

Happenings in 6B at Shell Creek 

 

The 6th graders have been busy this semester.  We have been just finished up learning 

about properties of waves in science class as well as continuing to care for our trout in the 

classroom.  The trout are continuing to do well as they are growing like crazy and we current-

ly still have 186 alive out of approximately 200 eggs.  We will be releasing them towards the 

end of the school year at a location to be determined yet as we are still in contact with the 

Game and Parks on where we can do that safely.   

In math we just completed our chapter on how to solve and graph inequalities.  The 

students did very well with these as it built off of our chapter on solving equations.  We are 

beginning our next chapter on tables, graphs, and functions and will complete it before the 

end of the year.   

In April, the 6th grade had their 7th grade orientation at Lakeview.  There, they got a tour 

of the school, were introduced to their future teachers, and got to eat lunch over there as 

well. They filled out their class schedules earlier in the year so they are geared up and ready 

for the next step in life.  We also took the NSCAS test this month, which is tied into the 

MAPs testing we do in the fall and winter.  The students performed to the best of their     

abilities and have shown great growth and improvement throughout the year.   
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Leialani Perkins  
Karla Espiritu  

Viking Way Award winners for the month of March were Leialani Perkins and Karla Espiritu.  Both of these 
girls exhibit the Viking Way traits of Academics, Character and Mindset.  Congratulations Leilani and Karla!!!  

Happy Birthday  
to our wonderful students!  
 

Lakeview Pipe Puppy Award for Best 
Behaved Class at the assembly went 

to 2nd Grade!   

Wow, you are AWESOME!!  



  Page 8  

 

Students and teachers having fun dancing at our Birthday Assembly! 
 

B.U.G.(Bringing Up Grades) Award winners for 3 quarter  
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We celebrated a milestone in the lives of our 8th grade students as well as the 8th grade  
students from our congregation on Palm Sunday and Confirmation Sunday.  Colden     
Hegemann and Kenna Reese were confirmed as well as Lexi Blaser, Lexus Hill, Samia 
Muhle and Alex Renninger.   
 

In Preschool the students have had fun learning about God’s creation of animals.  Did you 
know that an adult crocodile can grow up to 25 feet long?!  We measured that in the gym. 
Turns out that is about 7 to 8 Pre-School friends long! Yikes!  The children also enjoyed a 
fun St. Patrick’s Day party with crafts, games, glitter, and gold coins.  The month of March 
ended with The Greatest Gift of All – Easter!  God’s Amazing Saving Grace!  A Blessed 
Easter to Everyone! 
 

The Little Room enjoyed a nice Easter Break, that started off with an awesome easter egg 
hunt. We loved watching Jada and the other students smash the goober eggs on           
themselves.  Before that, we had Pre-Kindergarten  join us for Kindergarten Round-Up 
where we learned about and did some fun activities with David and Goliath.  We were so   
excited to have them join us and are even more excited to have them in our class next 
year!  In Kindergarten we have been working on 3D shapes and sight words.  In First Grade, 
we have been working on subtraction and pronouns. Together, in Science, we have been 
learning about the weather and the four seasons.  We are looking forward to learning more 
things as we get closer and closer to the end of the school year. 
 

The Middle Room had a great time presenting the musical.  We were so happy to have some 
small group solos and even some speaking parts.  What a fun way to learn and praise the 
Lord!  We are working hard in the middle room to finish the year strong.  We are now     
learning Earth Science; day and night, planets, landforms.  We are hoping that our nice   
sunny weather comes back so we can go outside again!   
 

The Big Room has been very busy this month. They performed the Musical, our 8th graders 
completed their confirmation packets questioning packets for Pastor Birtell, and received 
Confirmation and their 1st Holy Communion.  The 8th graders also coordinated an Easter 
Egg hunt for the school, preschool and daycare.  We have also managed to get some class 
work done.  In Literature, we have finished the novel,  Anne of Green Gables.  The 5th and 
6th graders are studying  about the Mayan and Aztecs.  The 8th graders are in the midst of 
the Revolutionary War.  
 

Our school had an Accreditation team come to visit.  They did an exhaustive self-study    
process in which they conformed the required standards that demonstrate school            
quality.  They sent our information to the district and they will review for final approval from 
the National Lutheran School Association.  St. John’s has been an Accredited School for 
several years and is always looking for ways to improve.  NLSA is unique because in        
addition to standards that address educational quality, the school also evaluates its       
Christ-centered  nature, based upon its defined purpose.  The spiritual dimension of          
Lutheran schools is the defining element that sets them apart and makes them a great place 
to grow! 
 

It’s hard to believe the school year is soon coming to a close.  Much learning has taken place 
and the  students have grown in many ways over the past several months.   It has been a 
great year! 
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  Lakeview Education Foundation   

The members of the Lakeview Education Foundation board are excited to announce 

that they will be holding two fundraising events this summer.  Both of the popular 

events help support the Lakeview’s Education Foundation to implement projects for 

the Lakeview Community Schools.  These events also allow the foundation to offer 

scholarships for graduating seniors and to fund the teacher mini grants that are 

awarded each year.  

The foundation will be holding Big Red Night on Friday, July 30
th

 at Ag Park.  This 

year’s Big Red Night will feature the University of Nebraska football coach Scott Frost 

as the speaker.  There will be a dinner, silent and a grand auction.  Tickets for this 

event are on sale now and can be purchased as a table of eight or as individual tickets.  

Big Red Night is a biennial event which was to be held last summer but had to be 

pushed back to this upcoming summer because of the coronavirus.   If you are         

interested in tickets or donating to the Big Red Night you can contact either Chad and 

Holly Anderson at (402)942-3489 or Dan and Cheri Luedtke at (402)910-8091 who are 

co-chairs for this year’s event.    

The foundation will also be holding their annual golf tournament on Sunday, August 

29
th

 at the Elks County Club.  This annual event also had to be cancelled last summer 

due to covid.  This popular golf tournament will be a 4-person scramble and is limited 

to the first 23 paid teams that sign up.  This 18-hole tournament will have flag prices, 

a meal and an auction after the golfing has been completed.  If you would like to    

enter, donate, or need more information on the golf tournament please contact Brad 

Lushsigner at (402)910-8619.  

Please come enjoy both events and support Lakeview.  With the support of the      

Lakeview community the Foundation can continue to grow and help Lakeview     

Community School in future endeavors. 
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Booster Club has lots of new Lakeview items! Call Crystal Klug at 

402-910-1289 to set up a time to shop for your Lakeview gear. 
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